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me to be an utterly unreliable man. I am not going to
burden this letter with proof in support of my assertions.
If the credit I have enjoyed in America will not stand me
in good stead, nothing I may argue in self-defence will
carry conviction against the formidable but false propa-
ganda that has poisoned American ears.

You have made common cause with Great Britain.
You cannot therefore disown responsibility for anything
that her representatives do in India. You will do a grievous
wrong to the Allied cause, if you do not sift the truth from
the chaff whilst there is yet time. Just think of it. Is there
anything wrong in the Congress demanding unconditional
recognition of India's independence? It is being said, cBut
this is not die time.' We say, This is the psychological
moment for\hat recognition. For then and then only can
there be irresistible opposition to Japanese aggression. It is
of immense value to the Allied cause if it is also of equal
value to India. The Congress has anticipated and provided
for every possible difficulty in the way of recognition. I want
you to look upon the immediate recognition of India's in-
dependence as a war measure of first class magnitude,

I am,

Your friend,

On the way to Bombay, 3-8-'42               M, K. Gandhi

Harijan, 9-8-1942